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NEWSLETTER 
 

Dear Neighbors, 
 

It is truly an honor to represent the people of Arlington and West Medford 
in the House of Representatives. Every decision I have made and will 
continue to make has been based on thorough analysis of the issues and 
having an open door policy with the residents of Arlington and West 
Medford. In facing a growing five billion dollar deficit I have worked to 
fund programs that support the most vulnerable and needy residents of the 
Commonwealth, being one of the leading voices in supporting various 
reforms ranging from ethics reform to pension reform, and working to bring 
back as much local aid as possible to the Town of Arlington and City of 
Medford to support education, public safety, health and human services, 
supporting our seniors, and other important programs that our 
communities depend on. I also was proud to lead the effort to make sure 
that Arlington and Medford received as much of the federal stimulus money 
from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act as possible.  I hope this 
newsletter will serve as a useful tool for keeping everyone current on 
important issues and news from the State House and the district. 

     Best,  

 

 

 

 

Rep Garballey Welcomes Wind Turbine at McGlynn School 

Sean Scores Perfect on Environmental Report Card 
Representative Garballey has received a perfect score on Mass Audubon‟s 2008 
Legislative Report Card.  The scores of each legislator are based on their voting 
records for environmental bills and budget items in 2008, what the group is calling 
one of the “greenest” years in recent history.  This will be the 24th edition of the 
report and Garballey‟s first time being scored. 
Garballey, who serves on the House Committee on Global Warming and Climate 
Change and Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture, 
was also involved in environmental issues before taking office in March 2008.  He 
has a history of working with Vision 2020 in Arlington and the Mystic Shores 
Neighborhood Team.  

Since 1985, Mass Audubon has reported the environmental voting records of the 
Massachusetts Legislature in order to inform citizens of their state legislators‟ 
performance in protecting the nature of Massachusetts.  Twenty-four key votes 
were used to determine scores.  

 

Contact - 781-859-7781 - Cell 
      617-722-2400 - Office 
      sean.garballey@state.ma.us 

 

Office - State House  
    Room 134 
    Boston, MA 02133 

 Committees - Labor and Workforce Development 
   Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture 
   Global Warming and Climate Change 
   Foster Care Caucus 

 

West Medford Community Center 
Representative Garballey is now proudly serving on the Board of the West 
Medford Community Center.  Serving on the board of such a great organization is 
a welcomed opportunity.  Both Sean and WMCC know the importance of healthy 
communities and will continue working to provide opportunities that strengthen 
the ties we have to the place we call home.  By serving on the board Sean will 
ensure WMCC remains a gateway for civic growth in West Medford. 

 

Green Day Event at the Brackett School 
Congratulations to the Brackett School for holding a Green Day event which 
helped properly recycle unwanted electronic equipment, creating 
awareness for a highly overlooked issue. As a member of the Joint 
Committee on Environment, Natural Resources, and Agriculture Sean is 
working to be the biggest voice for the Environment. Although we spend a 
great amount of time ensuring that newspapers, plastics, and glass are 
properly disposed of, electronic goods are often neglected. It is important 
that we continue to make a conscious effort toward keeping these products 
out of our landfills because many of their components contain lead, 
mercury, and other hazardous materials.  

 

 

formed on liberal principles for the health, benefit and welfare of the 

citizens of the Commonwealth.  “Massachusetts continues to receive terrific 

scores from the American Lung Association for our smoke-free air quality 

and or cigarette tax.  But Massachusetts needs to vastly improve in the area 

of funding for tobacco prevention and control and cessation services.  I look 

forward to working with the Massachusetts Medical Society to address 

these challenges,” Garballey said while receiving the legislative distinction 

from the society. 

Mass. Medical Society names Garballey Legislator of the Month 
 

 

The Massachusetts Medical Society, 
composed of 21,291 members, named 
Sean their “Legislator of the Month” for 
March, citing his exemplary service and 
advocacy on issues ranging from health 
care to tobacco control. 
 

The mission of the medical society is to 

do all things as may be necessary and 

appropriate to advance medical 

knowledge, to develop and maintain the 

highest professional and ethical 

standards of medical practice and health 

care, and to promote medical institutions  

Garballey leads effort against MBTA service cuts  
Governor postpones workshops in face of mounting pressure 

 

Residents of Arlington and West Medford have undoubtedly been hearing of 
service cuts to MBTA operations. Because of their debt, the MBTA is faced with 
making a number of decisions that affect millions of their customers. Some of the 
options that are being discussed involve cutting routes across the Commonwealth 
and raising fares in order to save millions of dollars a year.  Representative 
Garballey has heard from his constituents and understands that this issue will 
impact everyone. Public workshops and hearings, scheduled for August, have 
been postponed until a full review of the MBTA‟s finances can be completed.  Of 
course, this means that we have only been given a temporary reprieve from 
increases and service cuts; however, Sean is committed to standing up to any cuts 
the MBTA tries to implement.  He realizes that reductions to bus routes 62/76, 78, 

79, 95, 326 and 350 would have a detrimental effect on our district and firmly 
stands against them. Without these bus routes, those who depend on the T for 
work will be stranded and forced to find alternative means of transportation that 
will be more costly and also negatively impact the environment.  This issue 
impacts our quality of life and Sean is committed to preserving public 
transportation in Arlington and West Medford. To stay current on issues 
regarding MBTA service cuts and fare increases please visit 
seangarballey.wordpress.com. 

 

Internship opportunities 
Internship positions in our office are available for this Fall.  If you are interested or 
know someone who is interested please contact the office with information about 
the candidate.  An internship at the State House is an excellent opportunity to both 
learn the process of our state government and gain valuable professional 
experience.  High school and college students are encouraged to apply but all will 
be considered. 

 

Boards and Commissions now online 

Governor Patrick has launched a website for boards and commissions to 
which the Governor makes appointments.  For the first time, Massachusetts 
residents will easily be able to examine which boards and commissions 
have vacancies, see who is currently serving, and apply online.  Serving on 
a board or commission is an excellent opportunity to stay civically involved 
and with over 700 boards and commissions there is a board associated with 
nearly every area of state government.  For more information or to apply, 
go to www.mass.gov/governor/boards.  

 

Sean was honored to welcome the Arlington Elementary Chamber Orchestra last month to 
the State House. This talented group of elementary school children stopped legislators, 
staff, and visitors in their tracks at the continuously busy Grand Staircase. Listening to this 
talented group of children was an honor and a privilege for Sean; he would also like to 
extend a special „thank you‟ to the program director, Jing-Huey Wei. 

 

 

Arlington Elementary Chamber Orchestra 

Garballey Hosts Life Science Meeting 

Representative Sean Garballey hosted a briefing recently for members of the 
state House of Representatives on the Massachusetts Life Sciences Act and 
the work of the Massachusetts Life Sciences Center (MLSC). Garballey 
opened the speaking program and talked about his collaboration with the 
center and the importance of the Life Sciences Act, legislation he supported 
that signed into law last June.  
The briefing included an overview of the Life Sciences Act, strategic 
priorities and programs for the upcoming year, key investments, and the 
return on those investments to date.  

“Representative Garballey was instrumental in the passage of the Life 
Sciences Act in the House of Representatives last year, and in the success of 
last week‟s event, and I look forward to continued collaboration with him as 
we move forward with creating jobs, driving innovation and supporting 
good science,” said Dr. Susan Windham-Bannister, president and CEO of the 

MLSC. 

 

 

 

 

Thompson Elementary School 

As many of you know, Rep. Garballey has been working with the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority (MSBA) for over a year trying to address the needs of 
the Thompson and Stratton elementary schools. Recently the MSBA voted to move 
the Thompson Elementary School  into a  feasibility  study phase.     During  this  

 phase the  MSBA  will  work  with  the  
Town of Arlington to identify the best 
solutions for the issues facing the 
school. This is very good news for 
advancing the needs of the students 
and community of the Thompson 
Elementary! Sean will continue 
working toward progress at Thompson 
while also focusing on the future of 
Stratton Elementary School. 

 

 
s e a n g a r b a l l e y . w o r d p r e s s . c o m  

 

The turbine, located at the McGlynn 
School complex, will stand 131 feet 
tall with 33-foot blades that will spin 
around 12 miles per hour.  The 
project is expected to generate 
170,000 Kilowatt hours per year, or 
about ten percent of the school‟s 
electricity.  That‟s a savings of 
$25,000 to the city and an estimated  
76 tons of carbon dioxide to the 
environment.  

Subscribe 
 

If you would like to receive regular E-Newsletters from 
Sean, please send your Name and E-mail address to Drew 

at drew.mcconville@state.ma.us.  
Proudly Serving Arlington and West Medford! 

 

http://www.mass.gov/governor/boards

